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“Nobody likes to admit that they have an issue 
with homelessness. No matter how big or how small it is. 
It’s easier to look the other way and walk away from it.” 


Craig Swartwood, Payson mayor 


Into the trees 


Doug Stewart (left) drops off "Butters" last month in the parking lot of a Walmart in Payson. THOMAS HAWTHORNE/THE REPUBLIC 


Rural housing shortages push those 
with nowhere else to go into forests and parking lots 


Alden Woods Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


PAYSON — This place provided nothing, so Doug Stewart tried to prepare for everything. He 
filled his Jeep with blankets for the cold and tents for the rain, ham-and-cheese sandwiches for 
the hungry and a full tank of gas to take people out of Gila County. Then he drove to Walmart. e 
He rolled into the parking lot, past the 
people who held cardboard signs at 
each entrance, past a dozen people 
who slept in their cars every night. 
Even more people camped in the 
woods behind the store, and into the 
trees walked Stewart, 46, to find The- 
resa. e A week earlier he drove aman 89 
miles to a shelter in Phoenix. The night 
before, he took another on the 74-mile 


drive to Cottonwood, bringing both to 


the homeless services Gila County eee 
Doug Stewart looks for homeless people in the woods. 
Many people turn to forests or parking lots when they 
a shelter in Flagstaff, 115 miles away, have nowhere else to go. THOMAS HAWTHORNE/THE REPUBLIC 


didn’t yet have. Now there was room at 


and Stewart knew who needed it most. . 
p : o, More online 
e “Theresa!” he yelled. His voice ech- 
f To read more on Arizona’s affordable-housing crisis, go 
oed in the trees. See HOUSING, Page 20A to bestreads.azcentral.com. 


What’s 


next for 
tax bill 


Republicans early Saturday rammed 
a nearly $15 trillion tax overhaul 
through the U.S. Senate, a sweeping re- 
vamp of the nation's tax code. The 
House passed a nearly $1.5 trillion tax 
bill two weeks ago that differs in key re- 
spects. The GOP will work quickly to 
iron out the differences with the goal of 
delivering final legislation to President 
Donald Trump by Christmas. 

Reconciling some issues between 
the bills will be easier than others. For a 
look at the rough edges that need 
smoothing, see 1B. 

XCompare the House and Senate 
bills, 8A. 

Read what Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., 
one of the final holdouts, wanted to see 
in the measure before he voted “yes.” 8A 


O USA TODAY Full report on 1B 


DNA testing 
may upend 
adoptees’ lives 


Mary Jo Pitzl 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


All Rich Crandall was expecting 
from his Ancestry.com test was a 
chuckle about his ethnic origins. 

But his expectations changed when 
his test results arrived via email. It said 
with an “extremely high” confidence 
level that he was related to one other 
person. She lived in California. Her 
name was Pam. She was his mother. 

Adopted at birth, Crandall, 50, said 
he never contemplated that the mail- 
in DNA test —which he had done for 
fun at a family reunion — would turn 
up any surprises. He knew he had been 
adopted and was never curious about 
his birth mother. But now, the unfamil- 
iar name tugged at him. 

Like an increasing number of peo- 
ple, Crandall discovered the power of 
DNA testing. It can uncover secrets 
long protected under court seal and 
unravel family mysteries that would 
have been lost to history. 

And for adults who were adopted as 
children, the simple act of spitting into 
a tube is now accelerating a search for 
birth parents in ways unthinkable 
even 15 years ago. 

Companies like Ancestry, 
23andme.com and FamilyTreeDNA 
.com have made mail-in DNA tests 
easy and cheap, with more than 10 mil- 
lion tests so far among the “big three.” 


See DNA TESTING, Page 22A 
Online: See video of Rich Crandall 


discussing DNA testing at azcentral 
.com. 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT SPORTS, 1C SEASON FOR SHARING 


Agencies that aid homeless families are among 
the many groups helped by the annual Season 
for Sharing campaign sponsored by The Arizona 
Republic and azcentral.com. To find out more 
about the agencies you help, see the story on 
Page 6A or turn to the coupon on Page 4A. Your 
donation can be matched 50 cents on the dollar. 
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